<v-6S    ^jTMiiiQcyiF  HEALTH  &  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES.  HELENA.  MONTANA 


No.  55      David  B.  Laclonan,  Ph.D.,  Administrator,  Laboratory  Division  ^ 

December  12,  1974 

CLINICAL  LABORATORY  TECHNOLOGIST  AND  CYTOTECHNOLOGIST  EXAMINATIONS  TO  BE  GIVEN  IN 
MONTANA  FOR  MEETING  MEDICARE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THOSE  PERSONS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  QUALIFIED 
BY  FORMAL  PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION 

Section  241  of  Public  Law  92-603,  Social  Security  Amendments  of  1972,  (See 
Montana  Laboratory  Bulletin  No.  45,  1973)  authorizes  the  Bureau  of  Health  Insurance 
and  the  Public  Health  Service  to  administer  proficiency  examinations  for  clinical 
laboratory  personnel  seeking  to  qualify  as  technologists  and  cytotechnologists  under 
Medicare/Medicaide  regulations .     These  examinations  have  now  been  developed  by  the 
Professional  Examination  Service  under  contract  with  the  Bureau  of  Quality  Assurance, 
Public  Health  Service.     Currently,  these  examinations  are  mandatory  for  eligible  per- 
sonnel working  in  laboratories  certified  as  "Independent"  Laboratories  under  Medicare. 
However,  I  would  advise  all  personnel  in  the  groups  toward  which  these  examinations 
are  directed  to  take  themo     There  might  come  a  time  when  one  would  be  seeking  employ- 
ment in  an  Independent  Laboratory.     Although  there  are  only  seven  such  laboratories 
in  Montana,  there  are  more  in  other  states  where  you  might  reside  in  the  future.  I 
expect  that  soon  the  standards  for  Independent  Laboratories  will  apply  also  to  hos- 
pital laboratories.     This  is  being  actively  pursued  at  the  present  time.     There  will 
not  be  a  fee  for  these  examinations  on  the  first  go-around.     (In  the  technicians' 
exams,  there  was  a  $25  fee  after  the  initial  run.) 

I  will  administer  and  proctor  these  examinations  for  the  State  Agency  (Hospital 
and  Medical  Facilities  Division,  Licensing  and  Certification  Bureau).     Requests  for 
application  forms  to  take  the  examination  should  be  addressed  to  : 

David  B.  Lackman,  Administrator,  Laboratory  Division 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
W.  F.  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

Inquiries  concerning  eligibility  for  the  examination  should  also  be  addressed  to 
me  or  may  be  made  by  telephone  :  4^9-2642. 


'  c. 


CLINICAL  LABORATORY  TECHNOLOGIST 

The  examination  has  been  developed  especially  for  persons  whose  skills  and  knoxj- 
ledge  were  acquired  primarily  through  practical  work  experience  in  clinical  labora- 
tories, rather  than  through  formal  professional  education. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  January  , 10,  1975. 

Date  :  The  examination  will  be  given  on  March  7,  1975.      The  examination 
consists  of  two  sessions,  a  morning  session  and  afternoon  session.     The  morning 
session  will  start  at  8:00  A.M. 

Place  :  Room  142,  W.  Fo  Cogswell  Building  (Laboratory),  S.  E.  corner 
of  Lockey  and  Roberts,  Helena. 

Expenses  :     There  is  no  charge  for  the  examination.     Travel  expenses 
related  to  the  examination,  however,  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  candidate. 

Eligibility  for  Examination  :     The  State  agency  will  review  all  appli- 
cations.    Eligible  candidates  will  receive  a  Notice  of  Eligibility  (Admission) 
Card  that  will  have  to  be  presented  at  the  time  of  the  examination. 
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ELIGIBILITY  REQUIREMENTS  ^  ^ 

P.H.S.  CLINICAL  LABORATORY  TECHNOLOGY  EXAMINATION 

Applicant  may  establish  eligibility  to  take  examination  through  any  one  of  the 
following  three  (3)  alternatives  : 

1.  (a)    A  high  school  diploma  or  equivalent;  and 

(b)     Four  (4)     calendar  years  of  full-time  experience  in  clinical  laboratory 

technology,  in  the  six  (6)  years  preceding  this  application,  in  a  clinical 
laboratory. 

2.  (a)    A  high  school  diploma  or  equivalent; 

(b)  Two  (2)  calendar  years  of  full-time  experience  in  clinical  laboratory  tech- 
nology, within  the  six  (6)  preceding  this  examination,  in  a  clinical  labor- 
atory; and 

(c)  Satisfaction  of  the  requirements  of  a  laboratory  technician  according  to  the 
Medicare  regulations  for  certification  of  independent  laboratories. 

MLT  (ASCP3 

CLA  Program  (ASCP) 

MLT  (AMT) 

Trainee  (2  yro)  Program 
Military  (at  least  50  weeks) 

3.  (a)     A  high  school  diploma  or  equivalent; 

(b)    A  combination  of  college  and  years  of  full-time  experience. 

Note  :     If  this  alternative  is  chosen,  the  combination  of  college  credits 
and  experience  must  total  four  (4)  years,  with  not  less  than  six 
months  general  laboratory  experience  in  a  clinical  laboratory. 
Example  :    30  hours,  which  includes  8  hours  science,  plus  3  years  experience 
60  hours,  which  includes  15  hours  science,  plus  2  years  experience 
90  hours,  which  includes  23  hours  science,  plus  1  year  experience 
105  hours,  which  includes  26  hours  science,  plus  %  year  experience 


Test  Results  :  Approximately  12  weeks  after  the  examination,  a  result  card  will 
be  mailed  directly  to  each  examinee  indicating  whether  he  (she)  passed  or  failed  the 
examination.     The  result  card  is  sent  to  the  examinees  by  the  Bureau  of  Quality 
Assurance. 

Future  Examinations  :  Future  examinations  will  be  offered  to  those  individuals 
who  either  did  not  pass  or  who,  for  valid  reason,  were  unable  to  take  the  examination 
on  the  assigned  date. 

Am  I  already  qualified  as  a  Clinical  Laboratory  Technologist  ?    To  assist  you  in 
answering  this  question,  here  is  the  latest  as  published  in  the  Federal  Register, 
Vol.  39,  No.  183  -  Thursday,  September  19,  1974,  pg.  33695. 

Subpart  M  of  Part  405  of  Chapter  HI  of  Title  20  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regula- 
tions is  revised  to  read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  405=1315  Condition  -  clinical  laboratory;  technical  personnel 

(b)  Standard;  technologists  -  qualifications.  Each  clinical  laboratory  tech- 
nologist possesses  a  current  license  as  a  clinical  laboratory  technologist  issued  by 
the  State,  if  such  licensing  exists,  and  : 

(1)  Has  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  medical  technology  from  an 
accredited  college  or  university;  or 

(2)  Has  successfully  completed  3  years  of  academic  study  (a  minimum 
of  90  semester  hours  or  equivalent)  in  an  accredited  college  or  university, 
which  met  the  specific  requirements  for  entrance  into  a  school  of  medical  tech- 
nology accredited  by  an  accrediting  agency  approved  by  the  Secretary,  and  has 
successfully  completed  a  course  of  training  of  at  least  12  months  in  such  a 
school;  or 


(3)  Has  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  one  of  the  chemical,  physical, 
or  biological  sciences  and,  in  addition,  has  at  least  1  year  of  pertinent  full- 
time  laboratory  experience  and/or  training  in  the  specialty  or  subspecialty  in 
which  the  individual  performs  tests;  or 

(4)  Has  successfully  completed  3  years  (90  semester  hours  or  equiva- 
lent) in  an  accredited  college  or  university  with  the  following  distribution  of 
courses  : 

(i)     For  those  whose  training  was  completed  prior  to  September  15,1963. 
At  least  Ih  semester  hours  in  chemistry  and  biology  courses  of  which: 

(A)  At  least  6  semester  hours  were  in  inorganic  chemistry  and  at  least 
3  semester  hours  were  in  other  chemistry  courses,  and 

(B)  At  least  12  semester  hours  in  biology  courses  pertinent  to  the 
medical  sciences,  or 

(ii)     For  those  whose  training  was  completed  after  September  14,  1963. 

(A)  16  semester  hours  in  chemistry  courses  which  included  at  least 

6  semester  hours  in  inorganic  chemistry  and  which  are  acceptable  toward  a  major 
in  chemistry;  and 

(B)  16  semester  hours  in  biology  courses  which  are  pertinent  to  the 
medical  sciences  and  are  acceptable  toward  a  major  in  the  biological  sciences; 
and             (C)     3  semester  hours  of  mathematics;  and 

(iii)    Has  experience  and/or  training  covering  several  fields  of  medical 
laboratory  work  of  at  least  1  year  and  of  such  quality  as  to  provide  him  with 
education  and  training  in  medical  technology  equivalent  to  that  described  in 
paragraphs  (b)   (1)  and  (2)  of  this  section;  or 

(5)  With  respect  to  individuals  first  qualifying  prior  to  July  1, 
1971;  the  technologist: 

(i)  Was  performing  the  duties  of  a  clinical  laboratory  technologist 
at  any  time  between  July  1,  1961,  and  January  1,  1968,  and 

(ii)  Has  had  at  least  10  years  of  pertinent  clinical  laboratory  exper- 
ience prior  to  January  1,  1968  (This  required  experience  may  be  met  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  education  for  experience) . 

(6)  Achieves  a  satisfactory  grade  in  a  proficiency  examination  approved 
by  the  Secretary.    However,  after  December  31,  1977,  initial  qualification  as  a 
technologist  must  be  in  accordance  with  paragraph  (b)   (1),   (2),   (3),  or  (4)  of 
this  section. 


In  Montana,  as  in  other  sparsely  settled  areas,  we  have  the  circumstance  of 
persons  qualified  as  technicians  serving  in  positions  which,  according  to  Medicare 
standards,  call  for  a  technologist.     This  is  particularly  true  in  one-person  labor- 
atories.    Here  is  the  pertinent  standard  taken  from  the  document  cited  above. 

(d)     Standard  ;     technician  -  duties 

(2)    No  clinical  laboratory  technician  performs  procedures  in  the 

absence  of  a  qualified  clinical  laboratory  technologist,  supervisor,  or  director. 

My  advice  to  those  Clinical  Laboratory  Technicians  who  find  themselves  in  this 
sort  of  a  situation  is  that  here  is  your  opportunity  to  achieve  upward  mobility  to 
the  technologist  level  by  examination. 


CYTOTECHNOLOGIST 


The  examination  has  been  developed  especially  for  persons  whose  skills  and  know- 
ledge were  acquired  primarily  through  practical  work  experience  rather  than  through 
formal  professional  education.    It  is  especially  important  that  individuals  employed 
in  facilities  not  currently  affected  by  the  Medicare  regulations  be  informed  of  the 
availability  of  this  examination  in  the  event  they  desire  future  emplo3mient  in  a  fac- 
ility which  is  regulated  by  the  Conditions  for  Coverage  of    Services  of  Independent 
Laboratories.     (see  general  remarks  above.) 

Applications  must  be  received  by  January  10,  1975 

Date  :     The  examination  will  be  given  on  February  28,  1975.     The  exam- 
ination will  consist  of  two  sessions,  a  morning  session  and  afternoon  session. 
The  morning  session  will  start  at  8:00  AoM. 

Place  :     Room  142,  W.  F.  Cogswell  Building  (Laboratory) ,S.E.  Corner 
of  Lockey  and  Roberts,  Helena 

Expenses  :     There  is  no  charge  for  the  examination.     Travel  expenses 
related  to  the  examination  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  candidate. 

Eligibility  for  Examination  :     The  State  agency  will  review  all  appli- 
cations.    Eligible  candidates  will  receive  a  Notice  of  Eligibility  (Admission) 
Card  that  will  have  to  be  presented  at  the  time  of  examination.. 


PREREQUISITES  OF  CYTOTECHNOLOGY 
PROFICIENCY  EXAMINATION 

Applicant  may  establish  eligibility  to  take  the  examination  through  any  one  of  the 
following  three  (3)  alternatives : 

1.  (a)    A  high  school  diploma  or  equivalent;  and 

(b)     Three  (3)  years  of  full-time  experience  in  cytotechnology  during  the  five 
years  preceding  October  30,  1975. 

2.  (a)    A  high  school  diploma  or  equivalent; 

(b)  Two  years  of  full-time  experience  in  cytotechnology,  during  the  five  (5) 
years  preceding  October  30,  1975;  and 

(c)  Eighteen  semester  hours  of  credit  in  science,  twelve  hours  of  which  are  in 
Biology.* 

3.  (a)    A  high  school  diploma  or  equivalent; 

(b)  Two  years  of  full-time  experience  in  cytotechnology,  during  the  five  (5) 
years  preceding  October  30,  1975;  and 

(c)  Satisfaction  of  requirements  for  a  technician  according  to  the  Medicare 
regulations  for  certification  of  independent  laboratories. 

MLT  (AS CP) 
CLA  (AS CP) 
MLT  (AMT) 

Trainee  (2  yr.)  Program 
Military  (at  least  50  weeks) 
*Credit  must  be  from  an  accredited  College  or  University 

Test  Results  :     Approximately  twelve  weeks  after  the  examination,  a  result  card 
will  be  mailed  directly  to  each  examinee  indicating  whether  he  (she)  passed  or  failed 
the  examination.     The  result  card  is  sent  to  the  examinee  by  the  Bureau  of  Quality 
Assurance. 
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Future  Examinations  :    Future  examinations  will  be  offered  to  those  individuals 
who  either  did  not  pass  or  who,  for  valid  reason,  were  unable  to  take  the  examina- 
tion on  the  assigned  date. 

Am  I  already  qualified  as  a  Cytotechnologist  ?    To  assist  you  in  answering  this 
question,  here  is  the  latest  as  published  in  the  Federal  Register,  Vol.  39,  No.  183  - 
Thursday,  September  19,  1974,  pg.  33695. 

Subpart  M  of  Part  405  of  Chapter  HI  of  Title  20  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regula- 
tions is  revised  to  read  as  follows  : 

Section  405=1315  Condition  -  clinical  laboratory  ;  technical  personnel 
(c)     Standard;     cytotechnologists-qualif ications .     Each  laboratory  cytotechno- 
logist possesses  a  current  license  as  a  cytotechnologist  issued  by  the  State,  if  such 
licefiding  exists,  and  : 

'  (1)  Has  successfully  completed  2  years  in  an  accredited  college  or 

university  with  at  least  12  semester  hours  in  science,  8  hours  of  which  are  in 
biology,  and  (i)  has  had  12  months  of  training  in  a  school  of  cytotechnology 
accredited  by  an  accrediting  agency  approved  by  the  Secretary,  or  (ii)  has  re- 
ceived 6  months  of  formal  training  in  a  school  of  cytotechnology  accredited  by 
an  accrediting  agency  approved  by  the  Secretary  and  6  months  of  full-time  ex- 
perience in  cytotechnology  in  a  laboratory  acceptable  to  the  pathologist  who 
directed  such  formal  6  months  of  training,  or 

(2)  Prior  to  January  1,  1969,  has  :   (i)  been  graduated  from  high 
school,   (ii)  completed  6  months  of  training  in  cytotechnology  in  a  laboratory 
directed  by  a  pathologist  or  other  physician  recognized  as  a  specialist  in 
cytology,  and  (iii)  completed  2  years    of  full-time  supervised  experience  in 
cytotechnology;  or 

(3)  In  the  case  of  a  laboratory  technologist  or  cytotechnologist 
not  meeting  the  training  and  experience  requirements  defined  in  paragraph  (b) 
(1)  or  (2)  of  this  section.    Achieves  a  satisfactory  grade  in  a  proficiency 
examination  approved  by  the  Secretary.    However,  after  December  31,  1977,  initial 
certification  as  a  cytotechnologist  must  be  in  accordance  with  paragraph  (c)  (1) 
or  (2)  of  this  section. 


The  same  can  be  said  for  this  examination  as  for  the  technologist  exam.     If  you 
are  not  qualified  as  a  Cytotechnologist  by  professional  training,  here  is  your  oppor- 
tunity to  join  the  ranks  by  examination. 

The  ultimate  source  of  information  for  all  of  this  is  : 
Proficiency  Examination  Program  Manager 
Division  of  Provider  Standards  and  Certification 
Bureau  of  Quality  Assurance 
Room  12A-52,  Parklawn  Building 
5600  Fishers  Lane 
Rockville,  Maryland  20852 

The  lic^ure  requirements  for  Clinical  Laboratory  Technologists  and  Cytotech- 
nologists  in  those  states  which  license  clinical  laboratory  personnel  must  be  met  in 
all  respects.    These  Medicare  requirements  do  not  supercede  them.     Bills  in  Montana 
which  have  provided  for  licensure  of  laboratory  personnel  were  defeated  in  four  legis- 
lative sessions.     Therefore,  I  am  going  to  drop  the  subject  and  let  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment take  over.    My  current  legislation  is  directed  towards  establishing  a  Forensic 
Laboratory  for  Montana  within  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 


